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Pure XTZ

A distinctive shape and a distinctive sound make the new M2 loudspeakers from St avia
a winning combination, says Jon Myles.

wedish audio company

ATL has forged an enviable

reputation for produc-

ing well-engineered, great

sounding components at

real world prices since its
incepuion just over || years ago.

Founder Ollie Eliasson has
almost 30 years experience in the
business and an unbridled passion for
loudspeaker and electronics design
as well as providing value-for-money
products.

The policy has proved a big
success with XTZ expanding its
range aver the years to include
headphones and earphones,
amplifiers, CD players and measuring
equipment as well as its core range
of loudspeakers,

The lacest model to join the
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stable is the new XTZ Master
Series M2 standmount - which in
typically uncompromising fashion
the company describes as “a truly
unique product in the audig world
A compact loudspeaker designed
under all aspects as 3 rea high-end
speaker but ar 2 Price point that is
rare in this industry, Maseer M2 is
bulle without compromise that comes
tlose to the perfact high grade 2-way
speaker within jts dimensions",

That's quite 3 claim far 3
‘speaker COSting a relatively Modest
£1400. But unbox the M2s and yo
m-.mcd;:\tc:ly realise 3 signific
amount of engineering h
their Construction,

The cabinet, for 5
teardrop shape
A New CU"‘IPDMI

ant
45 gone inpg

SLAre, is 3
and constructed from
€ Materja| Consisting

of epoxy, polyurethan
carbonate and organic
which is said to be 40
denser than MDF and
to control resonances
Is significant internal by
accounts for each ‘spes
more than kg each fror
relatively compact 231 m
% 374mm (HIWID) cab
The main mid/bass
165mm polypropylene w
by Norwegian specialist CTUrE
SEAS to XTZ% own specif
while the tweeter is larger thar
average at I0mm and is doer
N Its own Waveguide to improve
eﬁrcmnty and provide betre high-
Fl't‘quc‘n{y dispersian,
Round the back are two pairs
of Bold-plated terminals to facilitate



integrated which really brought
alive

Mow | could hear what the
KTZs are ¢ f

exceptionally smo

sound which majors on
nsight as opposed to art ficially
extended highs or lows

On Messizen’s "Qua
End OFf Time" the piang, ¢l
and violin are placed with pinpaint

accuracy in the soundstage. There's
air and extension to the tweeter
although not in the sense of sounding
bright or forced. Instead instruments
have a sense of life and timbre.

The open nature of the Mls alse
mean they reveal details in tracks
that some other loudspeakers gloss
over, Listening to Saint Etienne’s
shimmering ‘Millke Bottle Symphony’
the sound of tinkling glass and
F‘Wmtps could have been there in
the roam with me.

That same quality means the M2s
handie more up-tempo performances
with aplomb, having a subjectively

CONCLUSION

FREQUENCY RESPONSE

Green - driver output
Red - port output

IMPEDANCE

Port ou

Tha M2 measured woll
scourate and will so
detasled. It dons n
reasonably powerful amplifie
Tha tweo different bungs supp
usehul fine tuning options. NK
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